
  1 

President Hinton’s Remarks at Convocation 2016 
Monday, August 29, 2016 

 
 

I would like to begin by welcoming our trustees, students, faculty, staff, and Sisters of the Order 
of Saint Benedict. I invite the following to please stand: our Board of Trustees members, our 
new faculty and staff members, and of course, our new first year class. As they stand, please 
join me in a thunderous round of applause, welcoming them to the College of Saint Benedict. 

New students, you are an impressive group. We welcome first year students from as close by 
as Saint Joseph and Saint Cloud, and from as far away as China and the Bahamas. No matter 
what distance you've travelled, I hope you're beginning to feel that you've found your way home. 
I had the opportunity to visit with several of you in your home communities, from the Twin Cities 
to Los Angeles to Chengdu, and I know firsthand of your amazing accomplishments.  

As I welcome you today, I’d like to share a little bit about our amazing legacy at the College of 
Saint Benedict. And, not surprisingly, that legacy begins with the sisters.  

As many of you know, one of the great privileges of being part of the College of Saint Benedict 
community is having an opportunity to work with, learn from, pray with, and be in community 
with the sisters. When we think of the sisters, I know we think of love, hospitality, and courage. 
This summer I decided that when we think of the sisters, and their legacy, we should also think 
of axle grease.  

You see, a few months ago I was made aware of the ledger from Martin Loso’s General Store in 
St. Joseph. Loso’s General Store was founded on August 30, 1899, and on September 7, 1899, 
a mere eight days later, we see a purchase for axle grease by the Sisters of Saint Benedict. My 
imagination ran away with me as I thought about why the sisters needed axle grease. I 
eventually realized that the specifics surrounding the purchase were unimportant but that it was 
vitally important for me, and for our community, to know that our legacy began, in part, with axle 
grease.  

Axle grease, for any purpose, is not a luxury item. You buy axle grease when you are on a 
mission. You buy axle grease because you need to fix something or build something or make 
something work better. You buy axle grease when you are hitching up the wagon and going 
somewhere. You purchase axle grease because you've got a plan in mind. 

Building, fixing, planning, making life better. That's the legacy handed to us by the sisters. And 
that legacy, the axle grease legacy is alive and well today. 

The axle grease legacy defies expectations and stereotypes. We don’t know who, exactly 
purchased the axle grease, but in my mind’s eye, she was less than 20 years old, in a full black 
dress. You see, we like to think of the sisters as kindly devout women living a life of prayer. And 
they most assuredly are that and I am thankful for the prayers of the sisters every day. Yet to 
live the life they do and to do what they did – creating schools, hospitals and colleges – 
demands that you defy expectations. It's a life wherein you don't define yourself by what people 
think of you but by what you need to think and do for yourselves and the common good.  

That legacy is reflected at CSB today. Those who don't know us often want to think of us as a 
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little Catholic women's college in flyover territory. People may want to cast us as a group of 
quiet women coloring inside the lines. But we are, and our legacy demands, that we defy 
expectations and we do so every day based on the academic rigor of our programs. We are an 
outstanding academic institution ranked among the top 40 Fulbright producing institutions. We 
defy every expectation and live into our axle grease heritage when we remain in the top 100 
liberal arts schools, going strong and getting stronger. We defy every expectation when we 
accepted each of you based on your potential and then devote the faculty, staff and other 
resources needed to help you exceed every aspiration and expectation you hold for yourself.  

Not only do we defy all academic expectations, but our axle grease heritage often means that 
we do what the world thinks is impossible. I can only imagine the looks the sisters received, the 
questioning they were subjected to, when they put that axle grease on the counter. And yet that 
didn't slow them down. They continued to do what others would say was impossible. And we 
continue that today.  

Bennies do the impossible when they study nursing or chemistry or philosophy and play one or 
two or three intercollegiate sports and achieve all academic honors. When Bennies engage in 
service and research and internships all over the world. When Bennies come to campus with 
limited economic means and dreams of studying abroad or undergraduate research or global 
service and we work with you to make it happen. At these moments our students are questioned 
and challenged by those who don’t know us. Are you certain? Are you worthy? Are you sure, as 
young women, that you should do this? Questions I'm certain the sisters also heard. Students, 
you look people in the eye and answer yes. Yes, I'm certain. Yes, I'm worthy. Yes, I can do this. 

And our faculty and staff share a claim in doing the impossible. The liberal arts have long been 
thought of as the domain of the elites. Yet every day we demonstrate that we do an excellent 
job preparing young women to think critically and creatively, to appreciate and work with divers 
groups, to be thoughtful leaders and active participants in our democracy. We have a voice and 
a right to and a stake in the vitality of the liberal arts. We are certain. We are worthy. We can do 
this.  

The axle grease legacy of the sisters calls us, each and every day to work hard, to take 
chances, and to work for the common good. We do this because we are the benefactors of 
women who said, “Today, we buy axle grease.” We do this because we have the strength to 
defy every expectation that the world chooses to set for us. We have the strength to do the 
impossible in the face of daunting odds, declaring our strength, our worthiness and our 
certainty.  

So as the beneficiaries of this legacy, I ask you: What is the axle grease in your life? What 
expectations are you defying today and will you defy tomorrow? What impossible thing are you 
doing as you demonstrate that you are worthy, and certain and able? As Bennies, you have the 
strength to accomplish whatever you set your mind to. I will never say it will be easy, I will never 
say you won't have doubt, I will never say it will be without struggle. We face each of those 
things every day. But we make the axle grease purchase. We defy the odds. We do the 
impossible.  

Welcome to your legacy. Welcome to the College of Saint Benedict. Welcome to the 2016-2017 
academic year.  


